EAST TYTHERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 4th OCTOBER 2022
AT ST PETER’S CHURCH
Present: Parish Cllrs R Scoones, S Edwards, S Brigdale, E Foan and B Bascombe, Country Councillor Adams King, 5 members of the public and Clerk to the council Sue Holder.
 
23/020 OPEN FORUM

Some members of the parish attended the meeting to discuss the increasing sewage costs for residents of Manor Road with Cllr Adams King, who provided the following update:

· Cllr Adams King has been collating information regarding the sewage charges by Aster Housing at eleven locations, a total of 160 households, both rented and privately owned.  It was reported that some residents in Manor Road in East Tytherley are being charged the highest amount of £288.00 each month, with charges within this road being variable.  By comparison, the charge per month at Longstock is £1, with the villages of Houghton and East Dean paying nothing.  
· Cllr Adams King, together with a Dorset Councilor have been in touch with the regional manager of Aster and will be speaking to the CEO of Aster to discuss further.

· It is understood that several sewage treatment plants are not working and consequently the plants require emptying every month and this has resulted in the increase in charges.  The parish council support the view of Cllr Adams King that Aster have been negligent in their duties not to maintain the plants and the charges are not acceptable.

· If Cllr Adams King is unsuccessful speaking to Aster, he will escalate the situation to Caroline Nokes, MP for discussion in Westminster, and the local radio station.

· The residents of Manor Road will need to agree an acceptable course of action moving forward.
APOLOGIES: None
23/021 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELATION TO AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: None

23/022 Minutes of the last meeting to be approved: Resolved that the           minutes of the meeting held on the 7th July be confirmed as a correct record of that meeting.
23/023 Matters arising from the minutes of that meeting: 
It was reported that the shortfall in funding for the defibrillator would be met by Cllr Scoones.

23/024 County / Borough Councillor Report:

· Gritter drivers have been tested ahead of the winter.
· Test Valley Borough Council recognise the cost-of-living challenge facing many households and will be offering some financial support to community groups to support residents.  This may include help with fuel costs for care groups to visit food banks, or to heat community buildings providing a warm place for residents during the day.
· Within his County Council role, Cllr Adams King is involved in highways, education, social services, country parks and library services.  Within Test Valley Borough Council, his role extends to planning, housing and refuse.  He reported that by 2024, household waste collection services would include glass, all plastic and food.
23/025 Planning 
The following planning application decision has been received from TVBC:

22/01644/CLPS The Coach House – certificate issued.

23/026 Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
It was reported that Cllr Foan and Joanne Nash will be meeting with West Tytherley residents to discuss the process of producing an NDP.

It was confirmed that the application for the designation of a Neighbourhood Area covering the parish of East Tytherley has been submitted.

23/027 Play and community area
· Cllr Edwards reported that the cost to provide electricity to the play area had only included the installation and there would be other costs to consider in addition to any archaeological impact.  A verbal application to consider any archaeological impact had been favourable, with a watching brief of the area costing £2000.00.  Cllr Edwards suggested this expenditure could be re-couped through fund raising events.  Running costs and standing charges for both a supply of electricity and water are still required.  This will be reviewed at the next meeting.  
· Cllr Edwards reported that the playground lease has a further 15 years to run.
· A plaque for the Field Maple tree was presented to the parish council in memory of the late Mr Beiber, purchased by his wife.  The parish council discussed recognising other past members of the parish with plaques on the Wild Service and Bird Cherry tree recently planted. 
· A White Beam Tree to commemorate the late Queens Platinum Jubilee, will be planted on the land near the church at a cost of between £60-80 and the plaque, to be provided by RBLI at £145.00
· Woodland bulbs will be planted next year, hopefully with some community involvement.

· A digger is still needed to move the woodchips from the Lime Trees and to remove some Elder roots.
· It was reported that dogs had been exercised in the playground recently so to ensure the signs are still visible at the entrance.

· The children’s sandpit has been removed from the area.

· A maintenance fund / fund raising for the playground will be required going forward.

23/028 Lengths man / Footpaths
It was reported that the lengths man has cleared the highway drain at Manor Road, outside of the old Police House, and cemented back in the footpath 21 sign, south of Parklands.  He will be asked to clear the roadside footpath on the bend by the Manor Road garages and mend the church gate post.

It was reported that the footpath sign at The Star pub is missing.

23/029 Highways:
It was noted that a verbal complaint had been received concerning the poor state of repair of the roadside fence belonging to Oaklands House.
23/030 Defibrillator:
The parish council resolved to purchase a defibrillator for £960.00 + £495.00 for the cabinet which will be sited at the entrance to Lockerley Estate.
23/031 Finance

The Treasurer, Cllr Brigdale reported that the AGAR for year ending 2022 had been successfully submitted and was waiting the results of the Audit.
A copy of the parish council bank statement was provided illustrating a bank balance of £9378.50.

Grass cutting costs at the playground were approved at £880.00 with an anticipated charge of approximately £900.00 for the insurance due.

23/032 Correspondence

Requiring a response from the parish council:
· Letter from two residents of Manor Road not in support of installing electricity and water at the play area, for financial and historical reasons, acknowledged by the clerk but pending the decision of the parish council.
· Draft statement of community involvement in planning, noted as no action.

· Request to move the parish border for election purposes, it was agreed that more information was required.
To note only:

· TVBC, tree health survey of the memorial oak tree.
· Agreed changes in the next community governance review.
· Village Hall ownership enquiry.
· Wessex Rivers looking for volunteers controlling non-native species in TV catchment rivers.
· Mid Test Matters.
· HCC Updates.
· Community Energy Group for renewable energy sites.
· HCC 20mph limit consultation.

23/033 Any other business None
23/034 Date of next meeting: 24th January 2023 (tbc)
There being no further business, the chairman closed the meeting at 7.55 pm.  
