EAST TYTHERLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 4th MAY 2020
VIA ZOOM
Note: The local authorities and police and crime panels (coronavirus) (flexibility of local authority meetings and police and crime panel meetings) (England and wales) regulations 2020.The new regulations come into force on 4 April 2020 and apply to any parish
council meetings held before 7 May 2021. The regulations disapply the requirements for a parish council to hold an annual meeting, and allow parish councils to hold “virtual meetings”, or have some members attend remotely and some be physically present, as long as those
attending remotely can hear (and where practicable see) and be heard/seen by other
members and by members of the public. Where appointments are made at an annual meeting, such appointments continue until the next annual meeting or until such time as the parish council determines. This means appointments already in place will continue until the next annual meeting, or until such time as the parish council decides.

Present: Parish Cllrs Scoones, S Brigdale, S Edwards, E Foan, and Clerk to the council Sue Holder.
20/001 Open Forum: - Nothing to report
20/002 Apologies for absence: Cllr Bascombe
20/003To received any declaration of interest relating to the agenda only: None 

20/004 Minutes of the last meeting to be approved: Resolved that the           minutes of the meeting held on the 11th February be confirmed and signed as a correct record.
20/005 Matters arising from the minutes of that meeting: None

20/006 The Coronavirus and how it has affected the parish:
Noted that due to the Coronavirus pandemic, parishioners not considered essential workers, have been self-isolating for 7 weeks.  The parish council would like to thank the Thorngate Care Group for supporting the most vulnerable members of our community during this time.  Information from Test Valley Borough Council and Hampshire County Council has also been good.  Cllr Scoones reported that the lockdown has had a huge social impact on the parish and that fund raising for the playground and church will suffer.  On a more positive note, traffic and pollution is less.  Cllr Edwards re-iterated the excellent work of the Care Group on behalf of all residents.  Cllr Brigdale was able to report that to date the situation will not have affected the parish council finances and Cllr Foan felt that the situation has resulted in the village pulling together.  Resolved to send a letter of thanks to the Thorngate Care Group.
20/007 Parishioner contact details
The parish council agreed that the Thorngate Care Group have the details now of the most vulnerable residents in the parish. 

20/008 Village website

It was reported that the new village website has been set up and some training will be provided this week.  The website has been funded with the help of a Hampshire County Council grant and a donation from Lockerley Estate.  
20/009 Councillor email addresses

Resolved to set up designated email addresses for all parish councillors, to be compliant with GDPR legislation.

20/010 Planning / Village Housing

20/00594/CLES The Hollies

Certificate of lawful existing use for the use of the building situated 15m North West of The Hollies as a separate residential dwelling.
The parish council resolved not to object in principal to the conversion of the garage into a residence. However, for the purpose of certifying existing lawful use, from anecdotal evidence we do not believe that the property has been used as residential accommodation and suggest that the planning officer makes his own investigations in this respect.  The application has since been withdrawn.

20/00868/TPOS The Village Hall

Ash x 2 - Fell both trees to ground due to signs of Ash die back.
The parish council have resolved to get a second opinion from a Tree Surgeon before making a comment to Test Valley Borough Council.
19/03018/FULLS The Coach House

PERMISSION
20/011 Play and community area

Repairs to the climbing frame, tractor, sandpit box and matting were reported to have been completed now in addition to a new entrance sign, all funded in part by the Sarah Rolle Trust. A tree growing next to the roadside brick wall is putting pressure on the brickwork and needs to be cut back to ground level. Additionally, the Yew Tree next to the road, which has already suffered storm damage, needs, as a minimum, the laterals growing across the road taken back. It was agreed that a quote provided by Greg Gent of £380 plus VAT was acceptable and he should get on with the work. Whilst for safety reasons the majority of the tree surgery and felling in the play area has already been completed there is still some further work that is required. It was agreed to put this on hold for the moment whilst an assessment was made of our financial position. It should be noted that the play and community area has be closed during the Coronavirus lockdown.
20/012 Highways 
It was reported that the Coach Road is included in the Hampshire Highways Carriageway 2020/21 road surface treatment programme. 
20/013 The Star Pub

It was reported that the pub has a new tenant however the handover has been delayed.  The parish council discussed The Community Right to Bid scheme which allows communities and parish councils to nominate buildings or land for listing by the local authority as an asset of community value should the pub ever come up for sale.  
20/014 Footpaths
It was reported that a ‘dogs will be shot’ sign remains on the footpath adjacent to Sopps Farm, which the parish council feel is aggressive.  The Chairman plans to discuss with the landowner and the clerk will contact the Rights of Way Officer for advice. It was reported however that during the lockdown period, residents have been using the footpaths considerately and adhering to regulations imposed by the Government during the Corona virus pandemic. 
20/015 Finance

Cllr Brigdale reported that the audit schedule has been moved back to September to accommodate the restrictions placed on parish councils due to the pandemic.  It was noted that parish council reserves have currently been exhausted and concern for church finances was discussed and grant funding will be explored.

20/016 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations

The parish council resolved to adopt the model standing orders and financial regulations provided before the meeting by the clerk.  It was agreed that the documents would be scrutinised a section at a time at future meetings to tailor them better for a smaller parish council.
20/017 Correspondence Nothing to note.
20/018 Any other business

· Lengthsman scheme.
· Aster charges regarding the septic tank emptying at Manor Road.
Both the items above will be included on the next agenda for further discussion.
20/019 Parishioners Questions None

20/020 Date of next meeting: 15th June (meeting to approve the annual accounts)

There being no further business, the chairman closed the meeting at 7.20pm.  
